
On our first day at Rainham Marshes we learnt many things and took part in various activities throughout the day. 
Firstly we were put into groups and these would be the groups we worked in all day. One of the first tasks we took part in was deciding what humans need to survive e.g. water and the things that we want e.g. ipods. In our groups we put the pictures (which corresponded to the subject) onto to a chart. We then debated about some peoples opinions and added our own thoughts. 
After this we started to learn about ecosystem services. I found this part of the day quite interesting because I haven’t learnt much about them. Each group was given a subject (my group was given the topic ‘water purification’). We had to start an investigation about our topic’s using the reserve. To capture or video our findings, we were given smartphones. These also had a GPS tracking system that showed us to challenges in the reserve that related to our topic. My groups challenge was to find out how much nitrate and phosphate was in the water. After our investigations we had to present our findings to the other groups and explain how our ecosystem service helps people. 
We answered a few questions about ‘how plants are needed for humans to breathe?’ To help us understand they filled a big ball with air and one of the girls stood inside of it. 

Our last activity of the day was to organise a news report about Climate Change Opportunities. We were each given roles and had to write a script for the news reporters. It was fun as everyone could get involved.

I really enjoyed my first day at Rainham Marshes as it helped me understand many things. It showed me how dependant we are on nature and how we could not live without it. I learnt about the ecosystem services and how they help us all live. I now understand that many of the products we use are made from natural resources. It was nice being able to get involved and I found it easier to understand the topics because of the practicals and investigations. 
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